
INFILTRATION BASINS

WHAT CONTRACTORS SHOULD KNOW
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Why Infiltration Practices?

ÅIt is the Law ïNR 151, 

County Code, Municipal Code

ÅIt is the right thing to do



Benefits of Infiltration 
ωGround Water Recharge 

ωBase Flow for Streams, 
Rivers and Lakes

ωThermal Impacts:  game fish like 
colder water



ÅFlood Control

ÅImproved Water 
Quality



The Evolution of Storm Water 
Management

ÅHistoricallyςOur 
developments were 
designed to get rid of 
the water as quickly and 
efficiently as possible 
through the use of 
pipes and ditches.
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The Evolution of Storm Water 
Management

Å20 to 25 years agoςWe 
started designing to 
control the discharge 
RATE from new 
developments with the 
use of detention ponds, 
retention ponds, and 
pond outlet controls



The Evolution of Storm Water 
Management

ÅNew Rules / Latest 
Developments ςDesign 
to control:

ïDischarge Rate during 
larger storms

ïDischarge Quality during 
all storms

ïDischarge QUANTITY 
during small storms:  

Infiltration
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Infiltration Basins
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Most Common Reasons for 
Infiltration Failure

ÅPoor Site Selection

ÅPoor Soil Textures

ÅClogging of the Soil by Contaminants

ÅCompaction of the Soil



Getting Started

ÅFence off the infiltration 
area BEFORE site work 
begins to keep vehicles out

Å If you have to build from 
inside of the infiltration, use 
TRACKED equipment, or if 
possible, build from outside 
of infiltration area rather 
than inside. (Backhoe)  

Compaction from 
Heavy Equipment


