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Why Do We Regulate?
From an average construction site, 30 tons of sediment 

per acre can be eroded into nearby waterways

1 acre of uncontrolled construction = 75 acres of ag runoff

Thatôs the largest source of sediment that pollutes our waters!



Why Do We Regulate?
2006 EPA Assessment Data:

Nearly 2,200 stream miles impaired due to sedimentation/siltation 

Nearly 25,000 acres impaired due to sedimentation/siltation

Non-point pollution listed as #2 source of impairments

RIVERS AND STREAMS 
(18% Assessed) LAKES (36% Assessed)



Why Do We Regulate?

Itôs our missioné
To protect and enhance our natural resources

To provide a healthy, sustainable environment

To work with people to understand each other's 
views and to carry out the public will.



Storm Water Regulation Hierarchy

1987 Clean Water Act Amendments

Federal NPDES Regulations (EPA Phase I & Phase II)

DNRrule making authority under s. 283.33, Wis. Stats.

DNRimplements Wisconsinôs program through NR 216, Wis. Adm. 
Code: WPDES Storm Water Discharge Permits

http://dnr.wi.gov/


State ( DNR) Rules and Regs.

NPDES = WPDES

Wisconsin Pollution Discharge
Elimination System

National Pollution Discharge
Elimination System

NR 216 is the WPDES storm water 
permit code

NR 151 contains performance 
standards and some are implemented 
through WPDES storm water permits



NR 151.11
The construction site performance 
standard for water quality control

Applicable for any site that is regulated 
under NR 216

Meaningé
Use the DNRôs construction site 
technical standards to plan, install, and 
maintain BMPs on your site to 
minimize the potential of runoff leaving 
the site at ALL times

Implement Best Management Practices (BMPs) that, by design, 
achieve, to the maximum extent practicable, a reduction of 80% of the 
sediment load carried in runoff, on an average annual basis, as 
compared with no sediment or erosion controls, until the construction 
site has undergone final stabilization.



NR 216 (Subchapter III)

Residential and commercial construction sites with 
land disturbing activity > 1 acre

Sets the application, erosion control 
plan, inspection, and maintenance 
requirements

The ñlandownerò is the authorized 
representative

Land Disturbing Activity:

Anything that disturbs the soil surface 
which either changes the existing grade 
OR creates an increase in runoff and soil 
erosion

*Includes Clearing and Grubbing



Comm 60 Transfer
Effective January 1, 2010 , ALL

commercial projects > 1 acre must 
have Notice of Intents ( NOI ) 

submitted to WDNR

Does not affect single and two -family 
home construction projects falling 
under the Uniform Dwelling Code 

(Comm 20 and 21)

Regulate under existing WPDES General Permit 
standards until NR 216 is revised

http://dnr.wi.gov/runoff/stormwater/constalert.htm



NR 216 Application Process

YOU
1. Determine the acreage of disturbed area proposed for the project 

(include staging areas, stockpiles, temporary access, haul routes, 
etc.)

2. If disturbed area > 1 acre, then you need to submit an NOI

3. Obtain copy of Water Resources Application for Permit Projects 
(WRAPP) form from website:

http://dnr.wi.gov/runoff/stormwater/constrforms.htm

4. Prepare site-specific erosion control plan

5. Complete form with all necessary attachments and appropriate fee.  
Submit at least 14 working days prior to the desired start date

6. Read through the general permit and technical standards



NR 216 Application Process

ME

1. Check WRAPP for completeness

2. Screen project area for wetlands, endangered and threatened 
species, and archaeological hits

3. If screen comes up clear, then determine whether or not a plan 
review is needed

4. If the project conflicts with any of the screening items, or the plan 
needs to be revised, notify the landowner of the issues ïstops the 
14 working day clock

5. No issues, then issue permit within the 14 working day timeline



You can check the status of a projectôs permit 
coverage status by searching the online database:

NR 216 Application Process

http://dnr.wi.gov/runoff/stormwater/construction



THINGS YOU SHOULD DO 
BEFORE SUBMITTING A 
PERMIT APPLICATION



Check for Wetlands

Use the DNRôs Surface Water Data Viewer to search the 
Wisconsin Wetland Inventory (WWI) Map

Mapped or digitized 
wetland boundaries 
(Wetland delineation 
will be required)

Wetland Indicators 
(Wetland delineation 
may be required)



Check for Critters

Terrestrial Occurrence

Aquatic Occurrence

Both

Check the Natural Heritage Inventory 
(NHI) county maps

IMPORTANT NOTE:

This map should be used for 
general planning and 
assessment only.

1. Request an Endangered 
Resources Review of the 
proposed project well ahead 
of time

2. Submit form to Bureau of 
Endangered Resources (BER)

3. Include BERletter in permit 
application

http://dnr.wi.gov/org/land/er/review/More Information:



Working Near a Waterway?
Waterway and Wetland Permitting Authority May Apply (Ch. 30)

Examples of projects in or near navigable waterways or wetlands:

Å Grading (land disturbance within the bank of a navigable waterway 
in excess of 10,000 sf)

Å Ponds (within 500 ft of a navigable waterway)

Å Bridges and Culverts (crossing a waterway)

Å Dredging (removing material from a bed of waterway)

Å Wetland Water Quality Certification (placing fill in a wetland)

More information:

http://dnr.wi.gov/waterways/

Or if you still arenôt sure:

Contact the Water Regulation 
and Zoning Specialist for your 
area.


